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(57) ABSTRACT 
A plasma display device and a method of driving a plasma 
display which are capable of performing suitable display 
control in response to the signal format of an input signal are 
provided. Either a television signal or a graphic signal is 
inputted as the input signal. A signal format identification 
circuit (4) identifies whether the signal format of the input 
signal is the television signal or the graphic signal. A 
mode-by-mode control signal generating portion (5) deter- 
mines the driving sequence of a driving circuit (7) in 
response to the identified signal format to perform the 
driving control of the driving circuit (7). Then, a display 
panel (8) is driven in response to the signal format of the 
input signal to display an image. 
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PLASMA DISPLAY DEVICE DRIVE CIRCUIT 
IDENTIFIES SIGNAL FORMAT OF THE INPUT 

VIDEO SIGNAL TO SELECT PREVIOUSLY 
DETERMINED CONTROL INFORMATION TO 
DRIVE THE DISPLAY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a plasma display 
device which controls signal processing in response to the 
signal format of an input signal, 

[0003] 2. Description of the Background Art 

[0004] A plasma display panel (PDP) has been hitherto- 
fore known as one of the flat panel displays and received 
much attention as an alternative to a cathode ray tube (CRT). 

[0005] Displaying an input video signal on a PDP requires 
the conversion of the. video signal into pixel-by-pixel digital 
image data. Each pixel corresponds to a discharge cell which 
is a unit of discharge in the PDP. Gradation control at each 
discharge cell is such that a field is divided into subfields 
based on the number of gradation levels and luminescence 
or non-luminescence in each of the subfields is controlled. 
For example, if digital data indicative of a gradation level at 
each discharge cell is 6-bit digital data (64-level gradation), 
one field is divided into six subfields, and luminescence or 
non-luminescence in each of the six subfields is controlled 
depending on whether each bit is "1" or "0". The luminance 
at each discharge cell corresponds to the digital data by 
setting the ratio of the number of sustain pulses in each of 
the subfields to 2 5 (MSB) to 2° (LSB). Thus, the increase in 
the number of subfields increases the number of gradation 
levels to achieve smooth display having improved gradation 
properties. 

[0006] The luminescence or non-luminescence at each 
discharge cell is controlled in a manner described below. 
First, a priming pulse is applied to force a discharge to be 
produced at all discharge cells and to erase wall charges. 
Then, a scan pulse is applied to a scan electrode and an 
address pulse is selectively applied to an address electrode 
depending on display data to control whether to provide wall 
charges or not. This determines whether to cause lumines- 
cence at the associated discharge cell using a subsequent 
sustain pulse or not. At this time, reliable luminescence and 
enhanced display stability are achieved by increasing the 
pulse width of the scan pulse to prolong write time for 
providing the wall charges. 

[0007] The division of one field into subfields for display 
control at each discharge cell as above described presents a 
problem in that a pseudo contour is produced when a moving 
picture is displayed. Specifically, an observer that follows a 
moving picture with his or her eyes finds the pseudo contour 
produced in a section of an image where the gradation 
should change smoothly. To prevent this, it has been pro- 
posed to subdivide a predetermined number of subfields to 
alleviate the moving picture pseudo contour. 

[0008] The above described control accomplishes multi- 
level gradation display, high-luminance display, stable lumi- 
nescence, prevention of moving picture pseudo contours and 
the like in the PDP image display. 



[0009] The time required for one field is a fixed value 
determined by an input signal dependent upon a signalling 
system such as NTSC, PAL, and VGA, and is generally 16 
to 20 msec. The above described control must be performed 
within this limited length of time. Unfortunately, time is 
insufficient for the control that satisfies overall performance. 
Specifically, the increase in the number of subfields, the 
elongation of the write time, and the subdivision of the 
subfields require accordingly longer time for one-field dis- 
play, resulting in the insufficient execution of the above 
described control. 

[0010] Further, signals are classified depending on the 
signal format, for example, into an interlaced scanning 
signal (referred to hereinafter as an "interlace signal") and a 
non-interlaced scanning signal (referred to hereinafter as a 
"non-interlace signal"). The PDP which fundamentally uses 
the non-interlace signals for display is required to perform 
an interpolation process on the interlace signals to convert 
the interlace signals into the non-interlace signals. The 
interpolation process includes, for example, producing an 
intermediate horizontal line signal from two horizontal line 
signals, an upper and a lower. Disclosed in Japanese Patent 
Application Laid-Open No. P05-216433A(1993) is a simple 
process for driving the PDP so that one field of the interlace 
signal is displayed in a pair of lines, thereby to display the 
interlace signal, without using the conversion into the non- 
interlace signal by signal processing. This technique enables 
a pair of lines to be written at a time, reducing the time 
required for the write operation by half, but renders a 
displayed image rough on the whole since the same signal is 
displayed in the pair of lines. The use of this drive process 
requires the PDP to be used specifically for an interlace 
signal input and to fail to display the non-interlace signals 
such as VGA. 

[0011] The time required for one field differs depending on 
the signal format of the input signal such as an NTSC 
system, a PAL system, VGA, and XGA. The level of the 
luminance in the plasma display is generally proportional to 
the frequency of the sustain pulse. Thus, changes in vertical 
synchronization frequency change the frequency of the 
sustain pulse depending on the signal format of the input 
signal, thereby changing a maximum luminance. 

[0012] The amount of power consumption in the plasma 
display is proportional to the product of an APL (Average 
Picture Level) and the luminance. The APL is defined to 
mean a numerical value obtained by averaging the gradation 
levels (%) of all cells. For instance, the APL is 0% if black 
is displayed on the full screen, and is 100% if the highest 
gradation level of white is displayed on the full screen. The 
APL of a typical image is said to be an average of about 30 
to 40%. 

[0013] Thus, the increase in the frequency of the sustain 
pulse for higher luminance is not a problem for a typical 
screen but results in the increase in power consumption for 
a special screen, for example, a screen on which white is 
fully displayed. Countermeasures against this problem 
include APC (Automatic Power Control) which controls the 
luminance depending on the APL to suppress the power 
consumption at a fixed level or lower. This method is 
capable of suppressing maximum power consumption at a 
fixed level or lower on a typical screen while maintaining a 
high luminance, but presents another problem when a 
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graphic signal (VGA, XGA and the like) from a personal 
computer is displayed. When a fixed screen (still picture) 
having a low APL is displayed in the form of a graphic 
signal, particular cells that continue high-luminance display 
are deteriorated, resulting in burning (image sticking on the 
screen). 

[0014] Furthermore, in the PDP, a priming discharge (dis- 
charge at all cells) based on a priming pulse is carried out, 
for example, once for each subfield in order to enhance the 
discharge stability of the PDP. However, the priming dis- 
charge involves discharges at all discharge cells on the full 
screen once to cause luminescence corresponding to a 
certain gradation level, resulting in low contrast. On the 
other hand, the decrease in the frequency of generation of 
the priming pulse leads to low discharge stability. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0015] According to a first aspect of the present invention, 
a plasma display device comprises: control signal output 
means for outputting a control signal responsive to the signal 
format of an input video signal; and driving means for 
driving a plasma display panel based on the control signal 
outputted from the control signal output means. 

[0016] Preferably, according to a second aspect of the 
present invention, the plasma display device of the first 
aspect further comprises: signal format identifying means 
for identifying the signal format of the input video signal, 
the signal format identifying means applying to the control 
signal output means an identification output responsive to 
the signal format of the input video signal. 

[0017] Preferably, according to a third aspect of the 
present invention, in the plasma display device of the second 
aspect, the control signal output means includes selecting 
means for selecting one of a plurality of previously deter- 
mined pieces of control information based on the identifi- 
cation output; and the control signal is provided based on the 
selected piece of control information. 

[0018] Preferably, according to a fourth aspect of the 
present invention, in the plasma display device of the third 
aspect, the pieces of control information include the number 
of subfields which is previously determined in response to 
the signal format of the input video signal; and one field time 
period is divided into subfield time periods the number of 
which equals the number of subfields for representation of 
gradation. 

[0019] Preferably, according to a fifth aspect of the present 
invention, in the plasma display device of the third aspect, 
the pieces of control information include frequency with 
which a priming pulse is generated per field, the frequency 
being previously determined in response to the signal format 
of the input video signal. 

[0020] Preferably, according to a sixth aspect of the 
present invention, in the plasma display device of the fourth 
aspect, whether or not to divide the one field time period into 
the subfield time periods the number of which is greater than 
the minimum number of subfields required to represent the 
gradation in order to prevent a pseudo contour of a moving 
picture is controlled in response to the signal format of the 
input video signal. 

[0021] Preferably, according to a seventh aspect of the 
present invention, in the plasma display device of the third 



aspect, the pieces of control information include a set value 
for write time per cell, the set value for write time being 
previously determined in response to the signal format of the 
input video signal; and a write operation of data into the 
plasma display panel is controlled based on the set value for 
write time. 

[0022] Preferably, according to an eighth aspect of the 
present invention, in the plasma display device of the third 
aspect, the pieces of control information include the number 
of sustain pulses per field for an APL, the number of sustain 
pulses being previously determined in response to the signal 
format of the input video signal; and APC characteristics are 
changed based on the number of sustain pulses. 

[0023] Preferably, according to a ninth aspect of the 
present invention, in the plasma display device of the third 
aspect, the pieces of control information include the number 
of sustain pulses per field, the number of sustain pulses 
being previously determined in response to the signal format 
of the input video signal. 

[0024] Preferably, according to a tenth aspect of the 
present invention, in the plasma display device of the third 
aspect, the pieces of control information include color 
temperature conversion characteristics of image data, the 
color temperature conversion characteristics being previ- 
ously determined in response to the signal format of the 
input video signal. 

[0025] According to an eleventh aspect of the present 
invention, a method of driving a plasma display comprises 
the steps of: outputting a control signal in response to the 
signal format of an input video signal; and driving a plasma 
display panel based on the control signal. 

[0026] Preferably, according to a twelfth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the eleventh aspect, the 
control signal is generated based on an identification output 
responsive to the signal format of the input video signal. 

[0027] Preferably, according to a thirteenth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the twelfth aspect, the 
control signal is provided based on one piece of control 
information selected in response to the identification output 
among a plurality of previously prepared pieces of control 
information. 

[0028] Preferably, according to a fourteenth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the thirteenth aspect, the 
pieces of control information include the number of sub- 
fields which is previously determined in response to the 
signal format of the input video signal; and one field time 
period is divided into subfield time periods the number of 
which equals the number of subfields for representation of 
gradation. 

[0029] Preferably, according to a fifteenth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the thirteenth aspect, the 
pieces of control information include frequency with which 
a priming pulse is generated per field, the frequency being 
previously determined in response to the signal format of the 
input video signal. 

[0030] Preferably, according to a sixteenth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the fourteenth aspect, 
whether or not to divide the one field time period into the 
subfield time periods the number of which is greater than the 
minimum number of subfields required to represent the 
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gradation in order to prevent a pseudo contour of a moving 
picture is controlled in response to the signal format of the 
input video signal. 

[0031] Preferably, according to a seventeenth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the thirteenth aspect, the 
pieces of control information include a set value for write 
time per cell, the set value for write time being previously 
determined in response to the signal format of the input 
video signal; and a write operation of data into the plasma 
display panel is controlled based on the set value for write 
time. 

[0032] Preferably, according to an eighteenth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the thirteenth aspect, the 
pieces of control information include the number of sustain 
pulses per field for an APL, the number of sustain pulses 
being previously determined in response to the signal format 
of the input video signal; and APC characteristics are 
changed based on the number of sustain pulses. 

[0033] Preferably, according to a nineteenth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the thirteenth aspect, the 
number of sustain pulses is in inverse proportion to the 
frequency of a vertical synchronization signal in the input 
video signal. 

[0034] Preferably, according to a twentieth aspect of the 
present invention, in the method of the thirteenth aspect, the 
pieces of control information include color temperature 
conversion characteristics of image data, the color tempera- 
ture conversion characteristics being previously determined 
in response to the signal format of the input video signal. 

[0035] In accordance with the first aspect of the present 
invention, the control signal responsive to the signal format 
of the input video signal is outputted, and the PDP is driven 
based on the control signal. Thus, the PDP may be driven 
under different driving conditions for each signal format of 
the input video signal. The PDP may be optimally driven in 
response to individual video signals while taking full advan- 
tage of higher-priority characteristics determined by the 
input video signal under various restrictive conditions pre- 
sented when the input video signal is displayed on the PDP 
(e.g., the sequence time which is originally required for 
optimum display on the PDP is limited by the video signal; 
a luminance and the suppression of the degree of sticking 
conflict with each other; and display contrast and display 
stability conflict with each other). 

[0036] In accordance with the second aspect of the present 
invention, the control signal output means outputs the con- 
trol signal in response to and based on the signal format of 
the input video signal identified by the signal format iden- 
tification means. This allows the plasma display to be 
automatically driven in response to the signal format of the 
input video signal. 

[0037] In accordance with the third aspect of the present 
invention, the control signal is provided based on the 
selected one of the plurality of pieces of control information 
possessed by the control signal output means. The prepara- 
tion of optimum driving conditions responsive to the signal 
format of the input video signal as the control information 
ensures the setting of the optimum driving conditions. 

[0038] In accordance with the fourth aspect of the present 
invention, the gradation is represented by dividing the one 



field time period into the plurality of subfield time periods, 
and the number of subfields is determined according to the 
respective signal formats of the input video signal. Depend- 
ing upon the signal format of the input video signal, the 
number of gradation levels is preferably greater in some 
cases, and need not be so great in other cases. The optimum 
number of gradation levels may be set in accordance with 
such requirements. In particular, the setting of a greater 
number of gradation levels allows smooth display, and the 
setting of a smaller number of gradation levels provides a 
resultant time margin to be used to enhance other charac- 
teristics. 

[0039] In accordance with the fifth aspect of the present 
invention, the frequency with which the priming pulse is 
generated per field is set in response to the signal format of 
the input video signal. Depending on the signal format of the 
input video signal, the contrast is preferably high in some 
cases and need not be so high in other cases. Further, flicker 
is conspicuous in some cases and is not so conspicuous in 
other cases. The fifth aspect of the present invention pro- 
vides an optimum display image (e.g., an image having not 
so high contrast but high display stability with less flicker, 
or an image having not so high display stability but high 
contrast) for each signal format of the input video signal as 
the case may be. 

[0040] In accordance with the sixth aspect of the present 
invention, whether or not to divide the one field time period 
into the subfield time periods the number of which is greater 
than the minimum number of subfields required to represent 
the gradation in order to prevent the pseudo contour of the 
moving picture is controlled in response to the signal format 
of the input video signal. Depending on the signal format of 
the input video signal, the moving picture pseudo contour is 
a significant problem in some cases and is not so significant 
in other cases. As the case may be, the moving picture 
pseudo contour is suppressed in response to the input video 
signal for which the pseudo contour is the problem, and 
measures against the moving picture pseudo contour need 
not be taken in response to the input video signal for which 
the pseudo contour is not so significant. The time margin 
provided by the non-execution of the measures against the 
moving picture pseudo contour may be used to enhance 
other characteristics. 

[0041] In accordance with the seventh aspect of the 
present invention, the write time per cell during the write 
operation of data into the PDP is previously determined in 
response to the signal format of the input video signal. 
Depending on the signal format of the input video signal, 
flicker is a significant problem in some cases and is not so 
significant in other cases. For the input video signal for 
which flicker is the significant problem, the write time is 
elongated to increase the display stability, providing the 
image with less flicker. For the input video signal for which 
flicker is not so significant, the write time may be shortened, 
and the resultant time margin may be used to enhance other 
characteristics. 

[0042] In accordance with the eighth aspect of the present 
invention, the number of sustain pulses per field for the APL 
is previously determined in response to the signal format of 
the input video signal. For the input video signal for which 
burning is a significant problem, the APC characteristics are 
changed so that the peak luminance is suppressed to prevent 
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the sticking. For the input video signal for which the burning 
is not so significant, the APC characteristics are changed so 
that the peak luminance is increased to provide a well- 
contrasted image 

[0043] In accordance with the ninth aspect of the present 
invention, the number of sustain pulses per field is changed 
in response to the signal format of the input video signal. 
Thus, the screen is displayed with a luminance suitable for 
the input video signal. 

[0044] In accordance with the tenth aspect of the present 
invention, the characteristics of color temperature conver- 
sion processing performed on image data are changed in 
response to the signal format of the input video signal. This 
provides an image having the optimum relationship between 
the color temperature and the luminance in response to the 
signal format of the input video signal under such PDP 
display restrictive conditions that the increase in color 
temperature requires the decrease in luminance. 

[0045] In accordance with the eleventh aspect of the 
present invention, the control signal responsive to the signal 
format of the input video signal is outputted, and the PDP is 
driven based on the control signal. Thus, the PDP may be 
driven under different driving conditions for each signal 
format of the input video signal. The PDP may be optimally 
driven in response to individual video signals while taking 
full advantage of higher-priority characteristics determined 
by the input video signal under various restrictive conditions 
presented when the input video signal is displayed on the 
PDP (e.g., the sequence time which is originally required for 
optimum display on the PDP is limited by the video signal; 
the luminance and the suppression of the degree of sticking 
conflict with each other; and the display contrast and the 
display stability conflict with each other). 

[0046] In accordance with the twelfth aspect of the present 
invention, the control signal is generated based on the 
identification output responsive to the signal format of the 
input video signal. This allows the plasma display to be 
automatically driven in response to the signal format of the 
input video signal. 

[0047] In accordance with the thirteenth aspect of the 
present invention, the control signal is provided based on the 
selected one of the plurality of pieces of control information. 
The preparation of optimum driving conditions responsive 
to the signal format of the input video signal as the control 
information ensures the setting of the optimum driving 
conditions. 

[0048] In accordance with the fourteenth aspect of the 
present invention, the gradation is represented by dividing 
the one field time period into the plurality of subfield time 
periods, and the number of subfields is determined accord- 
ing to the respective signal formats of the input video signal. 
Depending upon the signal format of the input video signal, 
the number of gradation levels is preferably greater in some 
cases, and need not be so great in other cases. The optimum 
number of gradation levels may be set in accordance with 
such requirements. In particular, the setting of a greater 
number of gradation levels allows smooth display, and the 
setting of a smaller number of gradation levels provides a 
resultant time margin to be used to enhance other charac- 
teristics. 

[0049] In accordance with the fifteenth aspect of the 
present invention, the frequency with which the priming 



pulse is generated per field is set in response to the signal 
format of the input video signal. Depending on the signal 
format of the input video signal, the contrast is preferably 
high in some cases and need not be so high in other cases. 
Further, flicker is conspicuous in some cases and is not so 
conspicuous in other cases. The seventeenth aspect of the 
present invention provides an optimum display image (e.g., 
an image having not so high contrast but high display 
stability with less flicker, or an image having not so high 
display stability but high contrast) for each signal format of 
the input video signal as the case may be. 

[0050] In accordance with the sixteenth aspect of the 
present invention, whether or not to divide the one field time 
period into the subfield time periods the number of which is 
greater than the minimum number of subfields required to 
represent the gradation in order to prevent the pseudo 
contour of the moving picture is controlled in response to the 
signal format of the input video signal. Depending on the 
signal format of the input video signal, the moving picture 
pseudo contour is a significant problem in some cases and is 
not so significant in other cases. As the case may be, the 
moving picture pseudo contour is suppressed in response to 
the input video signal for which the pseudo contour is the 
problem, and measures against the moving picture pseudo 
contour need not be taken in response to the input video 
signal for which the pseudo contour is not so significant. The 
time margin provided by the non-execution of the measures 
against the moving picture pseudo contour may be used to 
enhance other characteristics. 

[0051] In accordance with the seventeenth aspect of the 
present invention, the write time per cell during the write 
operation of data into the PDP is previously determined in 
response to the signal format of the input video signal. 
Depending on the signal format of the input video signal, 
flicker is a significant problem in some cases and is not so 
significant in other cases. For the input video signal for 
which flicker is the significant problem, the write time is 
elongated to increase the display stability, providing the 
image with less flicker. For the input video signal for which 
flicker is not so significant, the write time may be shortened, 
and the resultant time margin may be used to enhance other 
characteristics. 

[0052] In accordance with the eighteenth aspect of the 
present invention, the number of sustain pulses per field for 
the APL is previously determined in response to the signal 
format of the input video signal. For the input video signal 
for which burning is a significant problem, the APC char- 
acteristics are changed so that the peak luminance is sup- 
pressed to prevent the sticking. For the input video signal for 
which burning is not so significant, the APC characteristics 
are changed so that the peak luminance is increased to 
provide a well-contrasted image. 

[0053] In accordance with the nineteenth aspect of the 
present invention, the number of sustain pulses per field is 
changed in response to the signal format of the input video 
signal. Thus, the screen is displayed with a luminance 
suitable for the input video signal. 

[0054] In accordance with the twentieth aspect of the 
present invention, the characteristics of color temperature 
conversion processing performed on image data are changed 
in response to the signal format of the input video signal. 
This provides an image having the optimum relationship 
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between the color temperature and the luminance in 
response to the signal format of the input video signal under 
such PDP display restrictive conditions that the increase in 
color temperature requires the decrease in luminance. 

[0055] It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a plasma display device and a method of driving a 
plasma display which provide better display control in 
response to the signal format of an input signal. 

[0056] These and other objects, features, aspects and 
advantages of the present invention will become more 
apparent from the following detailed description of the 
present invention when taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0057] FIG. 1A is a block diagram showing the general 
construction of a plasma display device according to a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

[0058] FIG. IB is a block diagram showing the general 
construction of a conventional plasma display device for 
comparison with that of FIG. 1A; 

[0059] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the general 
construction of the plasma display device according to the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

[0060] FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate the control of the 
number of gradation levels in the plasma display device 
according to the preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; 

[0061] FIG. 4 illustrates measures against a moving pic- 
ture pseudo contour in the plasma display device according 
to the preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

[0062] FIG. 5 is a sectional view of a discharge cell in the 
plasma display device according to the preferred embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 

[0063] FIGS. 6A and 6B are timing charts illustrating 
simultaneous two-line writing in the plasma display device 
according to the preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; 

[0064] FIG. 7 illustrates APC characteristic control in the 
plasma display device according to the preferred embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 

[0065] FIG. 8 is a timing chart illustrating the timing of 
generation of a priming pulse P in the plasma display device 
according to the preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; and 

[0066] FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate the timing of genera- 
tion of the priming pulse P and the elongation of a write time 
in the plasma display device according to the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0067] A preferred embodiment of the present invention 
will now be described with reference to the drawings. 

[0068] FIG. 1A is a block diagram showing the general 
construction of a plasma display device according to a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. FIG. IB is 



a block diagram showing the construction of a conventional 
plasma display device for comparison with that of FIG. 1A. 

[0069] A plurality of video inputs (video inputs A and B in 
FIGS. 1A and IB) are applied to an input-by-input signal 
processing portion 11. The input-by-input signal processing 
portion 11 comprises signal processing portions 12 and 13 
corresponding to the video inputs A and B, respectively. 
Video signals processed in the input-by-input signal pro- 
cessing portion 11 are applied to a PDP module portion 14. 
The PDP module portion 14 comprises a video signal 
processing portion 15, a control signal generating portion 
16, a driving portion 17, and a display panel 18. 

[0070] The PDP module portion 14 receives a digital 
image signal comprising, for example, 8 bits for each of 
RBG, vertical and horizontal synchronization signals, and a 
dot clock. The video signal processing portion 15 mainly 
performs signal processing inherent in the PDP, such as 
sorting of image data. For instance, upon receipt of respec- 
tive 8-bit signals for RGB in parallel, the video signal 
processing portion 15 performs processing such as sorting of 
the signals in the order of gradation bits so as to conform to 
the subfield gradation technique, and then transmits pro- 
cessed data to the driving portion 17. 

[0071] The control signal generating portion 16 includes a 
storage element such as a ROM for storing information 
about a PDP driving sequence, and outputs a sequence 
control signal based on the information. The sequence 
control signal is applied to the driving portion 17 and the 
video signal processing portion 15. 

[0072] The driving portion 17 applies drive pulses such as 
a priming pulse, an address pulse, and a sustain pulse to the 
display panel 18 based on the sequence control signal from 
the control signal generating portion 16 and the video signal 
from the video signal processing portion 15. 

[0073] The video inputs A and B to the plasma display 
device include a television signal such as NTSC and a 
graphic signal such as VGA. The formats of these signals 
must be made compatible with the input format of the PDP 
module portion 14. In the conventional plasma display 
device, the input-by-input signal processing portion 11 com- 
prising the signal processing portions 12 and 13 correspond- 
ing respectively to the video inputs A and B is provided 
ahead of the PDP module portion 14 so that the signal 
processing portions 12 and 13 perform sync separation, 
video demodulation, A/D conversion and scanning line 
interpolation on the NTSC signal and perform only A/D 
conversion on the VGA signal to convert the video input 
signals into signals independent of signal formats to output 
the resultant signals to the PDP module portion 14. 

[0074] The plasma display device according to the pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention comprises a 
signal format identification portion 19 in addition to the 
conventional construction so that the result of identification 
in the signal format identification portion 19 is applied to the 
control signal generating portion 16. Further, the control 
s ignal generating portion 16 is variable for changing the 
PDP driving sequence and an image signal processing , 
scheme based on the ldentmcation result from the signal 
format identification portion 19 . 

[0075] Such an arrangement allows the PDP to be driven 
under different conditions depending on the input video 
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signals. Thus, under various restrictive conditions for dis- 
playing the input video signals on the PDP, the PDP is 
optimally driven in response to the video signal format while 
taking full advantage of higher-priority characteristics deter- 
mined by the input video signals. Additionally, since the 
operation of the PDP module portion 14 is variable in 
response to the input video signals, the conventional con- 
version of the input video signals into the same signal format 
in the input-by-input signal processing portion 11 may be 
replaced with equivalent processing using the driving 
sequence. In this manner, some of the operations of the 
input-by-input signal processing portion 11 are simplified. 
Furthermore, the procedure of a series of processes from the 
signal processing to the driving sequence may be optimized 
in accordance with the signal format of the input video 
signals. 

[0076] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an arrangement of the 
plasma display device of FIG. 1A for practical application. 

[0077] The plasma display device shown in FIG. 2 may 
receive as input signals a television signal (NTSC, PAL and 
the like) and a graphic signal (VGA, XGA) from a personal 
computer. One of the television signal and the graphic signal 
is selectively applied to the plasma display device, subjected 
to predetermined processing, and displayed on a display 
panel 8. The television signal is applied to a sync separation 
circuit 1 whereas the graphic signal is applied to a sync 
separation circuit 2. The sync separation circuits 1 and 2 
extract vertical and horizontal synchronization signals from 
the input signal. Some of the graphic signals contain syn- 
chronization signals which are inputted after being sepa- 
rated, and in this case the sync separation circuit 2 is not 
required. 

[0078] The video signals obtained by extracting the syn- 
chronization signals are applied to a video signal processing 
circuit 3 and converted to digital image data for display. 
Specifically, the video signal processing circuit 3 performs 
video demodulation, inverted gamma correction, color tem- 
perature conversion, sorting of image data, and the like. The 
synchronization signals extracted in the sync separation 
circuits 1 and 2 are applied to a signal format identification 
circuit 4. The signal format identification circuit 4 identifies 
(i) whether the input signal is the television s igna l or the 
graphic signal; (li) whether the input _signaP:is an NTSC 
" signal, a PAL signal, or an SECAM signal if it is the ^ 
television signal; and (iii) whether the input signal is a VGA 
signal or an XGA signal if it is the gra phic signal~ 

[0079] The identification of the signal format in the signal 
format identification circuit 4 is accomplished using tech- 
niques to be described below. The techniques which may be 
suitably adopted include (i) identifying whether the input 
signal is the television signal or the graphic signal depending 
on whether the synchronization signal is inputted from the 
sync separation circuit 1 for the television signal or the 
synchronization signal is inputted from the sync separation 
circuit 2 for the graphic signal; (ii) discriminating between 
the television signal and the graphic signal and identifying 
signal formats of the television signal and the graphic signal 

based onjerjods of the, synchronizatinn sign* 1 w hich are^ 

counted using a fixed clock: (iii) discriminating between the 
television signal and the graphic signal and identifying 
signal formats of the television signal and the graphic signal 
j-pc^H r> n tfa punted number of horizontal synchronization 



signals among vertical sy nc hronization signals, and (iv) 
discriminating between tne television signal and the graphic 
signal and identifying signal formats of the television signal 
and the graphic signal based o njhe polarities of the vertical _ 
and horizontal synchronization signals . The signal format is 
sometimes identified based on the character of an image 
discriminating between a moving picture and a still picture 
and also may be identified in consideration for both the 
synchronization signal and the character of an image dis- 
criminating between a moving picture and a still picture. A 
signal type input entered via a manual switch may be used 
as the signal format identification signal without employing 
the above discussed automatic identification. 

[0080] TlTe_sjgnal format identification circuit 4 produces 1 
the si g nal format idpntifiratiVm signal i n response to the 
detected s ignal format tn gppjj es the signal format identifi-. 
cation signal to a mode-hy-mo rje, mntrnl signal gpnp.raring 
circuit 5. Th e mode-by-mode control signal generating cir- 
cuit 5 contains a plurality of pieces of control signal infor- 
mation 6(1) to 6(h) corresponding to respective modes. The 
signal format identification signal outputted from the signal 
format identification circuit 4 is applied to a selector 9 
provided in the mode-by-mode control signal generating 
circuit 5. The selector 9 selects one of the pieces of control 
signal information 6(1) to 6(/i) based on the signal format 
identification signal to apply the selected piece of control 
signal information to a control signal generating circuit 10. 
Based on the applied piece of control signal information, the 
control signal generating circuit 10 generates various 
sequence control signals corresponding to respective signal 
formats. The sequence control signals are applied to the 
video signal processing circuit 3 and a driving circuit 7. 

[0081] The video signal processing circuit 3 performs 
predetermined processing on the video signals given from 
the sync separation circuits 1 and 2. The predetermined 
processing includes, for example, video demodulation, 
gamma correction, and color temperature correction, but 
different processes are performed on the video signals 
depending on the different sequence control signals given 
from the mode -by-mode control signal generating circuit 5. 
The driving circuit 7 generates a predetermined drive pulse 
in response to the image data from the video signal process- 
ing circuit 3 and the sequence control signals from the 
mode -by-mode control signal generating circuit 5 to drive 
the display panel 8 using the predetermined drive pulse. This 
causes luminescence responsive to the image data on the 
display panel 8. 

[0082] In the plasma display device of the preferred 
embodiment, the PDP driving scheme is controlled in 
response to the sequence control signals from the mode-by- 
mode control signal generating circuit 5 which in turn 
contains the plurality of pieces of control signal information 
6(1) to 6(n) corresponding to the respective signal formats of 
the video input. If the signal format identification circuit 4 
identifies that the video input is, for example, an NTSC 
television signal, the selector 9 selects and outputs a piece of 
control signal information corresponding to the NTSC signal 
among the pieces of control signal information 6(1) to 6(n) t 
and the control signal generating circuit 10 generates the 
corresponding driving sequence based on the piece of con- 
trol signal information outputted from the selector 9. The 
PDP is thus driven in response to the signal format of the 
input video signal to achieve optimum display. 
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[0083] Items changeable depending on the signal format 
of the input signal in the driving method are described 
below. Suitably changing the control contents of these items 
in accordance with the signal format of the input signal 
achieves optimum display. 

[0084] The items are as follows, 

[0085] (A) The number of gradation levels 

[0086] (B) The adoption/non-adoption of measures 
against a moving picture pseudo contour (subdivision 
of subfields and the like) 

[0087] (C) Writing Sequence (whether the interlace/ 
non-interlace conversion is performed by signal pro- 
cessing or the interlace signal is written as it is into two 
lines so that the driving sequence conforms to the 
interlace signal) 

[0088] (D) APC characteristics 

[0089] (E) The number of times of a priming discharge 
per field 

[0090] (F) Write time per cell 

[0091] (G) The number of sustain pulses per field 

[0092] (H) Color temperature conversion 

[0093] These items are specifically described hereinafter. 

[0094] (A) The Number of Gradation Levels 

[0095] The plasma display device according to the pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention controls the 
driving circuit 7 in response to the signal format of the input 
signal to control the number of gradation levels for display 
on the display panel 8. Specifically, whether the input signal 
is the graphic signal or the television signal is recognized 
based on the signal formal identification signal from the 
signal format identification circuit 4. Then, the mode -by - 
mode control signal generating circuit 5 selects and outputs 
one of the pieces of control signal information 6(1) to 6(/i) 
in response to the recognized signal format. Accordingly, the 
sequence control signal to be applied to the driving circuit 7 
is changed in response to the signal format of the input 
signal, and the number of gradation levels in the display 
panel 8 is also changed. For example, 64-level gradation 
with 6 subfields is employed if the input signal is the graphic 
signal, and 256-level gradation with 8 subfields is employed 
if the input signal is the television signal. 

[0096] In the case of the graphic signal, as shown in FIG. 
3A, the display panel is driven using six subfields SF1 
(corresponding to the MSB of image data) to SF6 (corre- 
sponding to the LSB of the image data). In the case of the 
television signal, as shown in FIG. 3B, the display panel is 
driven using eight subfields SF1 (corresponding to the MSB 
of image data) to SF8 (corresponding to the LSB of the 
image data). Then, luminance control with 64-level grada- 
tion is performed on the graphic signal whereas luminance 
control with 256-level gradation is performed on the tele- 
vision signal. 

[0097] The drive operation in one subfield is performed in 
the following order: (i) a priming discharge by means of one 
priming pulse, (ii) writing in response to data of a given bit 
for each horizontal line by means of a write pulse, and (iii) 
luminescence by means of a sustain pulse. In FIGS. 3 A and 



3B, the time periods for the operations (i) to (iii) are 
indicated respectively by the blank and "P", the line slanted 
downward to the right, and the horizontal parallel lines. 

[0098] The drive operation in the subfield SF1 correspond- 
ing to the MSB of the image data, for example, is contem- 
plated. The driving circuit 7 initially applies a high voltage 
to all discharge cells using X electrodes extending in the 
vertical direction in response to a priming pulse to cause 
luminescence on the full screen. Next, the driving circuit 7 
is supplied with the MSBs of the image data of all pixels (n 
discharge cells arranged in the horizontal direction by m 
discharge cells arranged in the vertical direction) from the 
video signal processing circuit 3, and the driving circuit 7 
controls whether to apply voltage or not to each discharge 
cell in each horizontal line in response to the data "1" and 
"0" for each pixel to provide a wall charge to each discharge 
cell (write data in each discharge cell). The driving circuit 7 
then applies a sustain pulse to all discharge cells to cause 
only the discharge cells to which the wall charge has been 
provided to produce a discharge. Upon completion of the 
drive operation in the subfield corresponding to the MSB, 
the drive operation using the data of the subsequent bits is 
performed in sequential order. The sequential reduction in 
the time period for which the sustain pulse is applied during 
the drive operation by half allows the discharge in one field 
to conform to the image data. 

[0099] The increase in the number of gradation levels 
permits accordingly minute control of the gradation levels 
and smooth display, but also accordingly increases the 
number of subfields, making difficult the processing within 
a predetermined one-field time period. More specifically, 
display with 256-level gradation requires eight subfields, 
resulting in lack of processing time in some cases even by 
the full use of one -field time as shown in FIG. 3B. On the 
other hand, display with 64-level gradation requires only six 
subfields to provide a time margin as shown in FIG. 3A. 
[0100] A television image is generally a natural image 
which often shows smooth change in gradation. Thus, it is 
desired to display the television image with more levels of 
gradation. The 256-level gradation allows suitable display to 
human eyes. 

[0101] On the other hand, a graphic image produced using 
a computer has a clearly distinct contour. Thus, the graphic 
image does not require so many gradation levels, and the 
64-level gradation allows display which presents no visual 
problem. As described above, display with 64-level grada- 
tion produces the time margin which in turn may be utilized 
to perform other processes including, for example, the 
process of prolonging the write time for providing a wall 
charge to render the subsequent discharge more stable. In 
contrast with this, if time is insufficient to display the 
television signal with 256-level gradation, one-line data may 
be simultaneously written into two lines by utilizing the fact 
that the television signal is generally an interlace signal, 
thereby reducing time. These processes will be described 
later. 

[0102] (B) Adoption/non-adoption of Measures Against 
Moving Picture Pseudo Contour 

[0103] In accordance with the preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, whether to take measures against the 
moving picture pseudo contour or not is controlled depend- 
ing on whether the input signal is the television signal or the 
graphic signal. 
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[0104] The measures against the moving picture pseudo 
contour include the process of subdividing the subfield 
corresponding to the MSB as disclosed in, for example, U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,187,578. More specifically, the subfield SF1 is 
divided into two subfields SF1A and SF1B and the subfield 
SF1B is positioned to follow the subfield SF8 corresponding 
to the LSB, as shown in FIG. 4. In this manner, dividing the 
subfield having a long luminescence time period into the two 
subfields and placing the two subfields respectively at the 
first and last locations of one field may provide uniform time 
for luminescence and suppress the occurrence of the moving 
picture pseudo contour. This technique, however, increases 
the number of subfields to require longer time for one-field 
display. 

[0105] The measures against the moving picture pseudo 
contour may include dividing not only the subfield corre- 
sponding to the MSB but also the subfield corresponding to 
the second most significant bit. Further, a technique as 
disclosed in Japanese Patent Application No. P08-147198 
(1996) may be used which produces two luminance ratio 
patterns to switch therebetween for each discharge cell, 
rather than setting the luminance ratio (luminescence time 
by means of the sustain pulse) of the subfields to 2 n . In either 
method, however, the number of subfields is similarly 
increased and it takes longer time for one -field display. 

[0106] The preferred embodiment of the present invention 
takes the measures against the moving picture pseudo con- 
tour if the input signal is the television signal and does not 
take the measures if the input signal is the graphic signal. An 
image on the television screen is a natural image containing 
a moving picture with smoothly changing gradation, and 
hence is prone to produce a moving picture pseudo contour. 
For this reason, the above described measures against the 
moving picture pseudo contour are taken if the input signal 
is the television signal. On the other hand, a graphic image 
often contains no high-quality moving pictures, and in few 
cases presents the problem of the moving picture pseudo 
contour. For this reason, the measures against the moving 
picture pseudo contour are not taken if the input signal is the 
graphic signal. This provides a time margin to be used for 
other processes. 

[0107] (C) Writing Sequence 

[0108] In the preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion, the writing sequence for displaying the input video 
signal inputted in the form of an interlace signal or a 
non-interlace signal on the PDP is changed in response to the 
input signal. To display the interlace signal on the PDP, it is 
a common practice to produce new line data interpolated 
between upper and lower scanning lines to convert the 
interlace signal into a non-interlace signal. As disclosed in 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. P05-216433A 
(1993), the process of writing one-line data into two lines 
may be performed. This process eliminates the need to 
convert the interlace signal into the non-interlace signal and 
reduce the write time. 

[0109] The operation of the above described process is 
discussed with reference to FIGS. 5, 6 A and 6B. FIG. 5 is 
a sectional view of a cell of the PDP. In FIG. 5, the reference 
character X designates a sustain electrode, and Yi designates 
a scan electrode. The sustain electrode X and the scan 
electrode Yi are both formed on a glass substrate 21. The 
reference numeral 22 designates a dielectric layer formed on 



the sustain electrode X and the scan electrode Yi; 23 
designates a protective layer formed on the dielectric layer 
22; the reference character Aj designates an address elec- 
trode formed on a glass substrate 24 opposed to the glass 
substrate 21; 25 designates a dielectric layer formed on the 
address electrode; 26 designates a barrier rib formed on the 
boundary between adjacent cells; 27 designates a phosphor; 
and 28 designates a discharge space filled with, for example, 
a gas mixture of neon and xenon. 

[0110] FIG. 6A is a timing chart showing a one-subfield 
operation when an odd-numbered field data is inputted. 
Initially, a priming pulse P is applied to the Sustain electrode 
X. Then, a wall charge is provided to (data is written to) an 
object discharge cell in response to data Dl in the first line 
of the address electrode Aj. At this time, the wall charge is 
provided using the same data in the first line to the second 
line as well as to the first line. Specifically, data is written 
into discharge cells in the first and second horizontal lines 
having data "1" by applying the scan pulse to scan electrodes 
YI and Y2 and applying voltage based on the data Dl to the 
address electrode Aj. Similar write operation is performed 
on the discharge cells in the third and subsequent lines so 
that data in (2k-l)th line is written into (2k-l)th and (2k)th 
lines until all discharge cells are written in response to data. 
The sustain pulse is applied alternately to the scan electrode 
Yi and the sustain electrode X to cause some of all discharge 
cells which receive the wall charge to produce a discharge to 
illuminate. The above-described processing is performed 
repeatedly on all subfields until one-field display is com- 
pleted. 

[0111] FIG. 6B is a timing chart showing a one-subfield 
operation when an even-numbered field data is inputted. In 
an even-numbered field, data is written into two lines, for 
example, in such a manner that the even-numbered line data 
D2 and D4 are written into the second and third lines and the 
fourth and fifth lines, respectively. 

[0112] The simultaneous two -line writing eliminates the 
need for an interpolation operation of data and accordingly 
a logic circuit for executing the interpolation operation. 
Additionally, two-line writing can be performed by writing 
data once. This reduces the time required for writing to half 
the time required for writing in the case of the typical 
non-interlace signal, thereby providing a time margin. Then, 
time for the above described increase in the number of 
gradation levels and measures against the moving picture 
pseudo contour is obtained. However, the use of such a 
driving method results in the same display in two lines, 
which decreases the resolution of the image and causes some 
flicker. 

[0113] Examples of the television signal include a PAL 
signal and a SECAM signal as well as the NTSC signal. 
These signals differ from each other in the number of fields 
per second and the number of scanning lines. For example, 
the PAL signal generally provides 50-field display per sec- 
ond, that is, provides more time margin per field than the 
NTSC signal. An interpolation operation is required to 
display the PAL signal on the PDP which has the resolution 
tailored to the NTSC signal since the PAL signal differs in 
the number of scanning lines from the NTSC signal. There- 
fore, in the preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the PDP resolution is tailored to the NTSC signal, and the 
above stated simultaneous two-line writing technique is used 
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to display the NTSC signal whereas the interpolation opera- 
tion based on the upper and lower scanning lines and the 
conversion into the non-interlace signal are performed to 
display the PAL signal. 

[0114] Changing the driving method in this manner in 
response to the signal format of the input signal offers 
following advantages: 

[0115] In displaying the NTSC signal, 

[0116] (1) Although there has been no time margin 
because of the 60-field display per second, the simultaneous 
two-line writing provides a time margin. 

[0117] (2) The need for a circuit for executing the inter- 
polation operation is eliminated. 

[0118] In displaying the PAL signal, 

[0119] (1) The conversion into the non-interlace signal by 
interpolation provides a high-resolution image with a small 
amount of flicker. 

[0120] (2) The 50-field display per second provides a 
relatively sufficient time margin without the execution of the 
simultaneous two-line writing. 

[0121] (3) The interpolation operation may be shared with 
a processing circuit for converting the resolution of the PAL 
signal to that of the NTSC signal. 

[0122] As above described, the preferred embodiment 
may suitably drive the PDP in response to the respective 
signal formats. 

[0123] If the input signal has other signal formats, for 
example, a VGA signal but is originally the non-interlace 
signal, the signal is displayed as the non-interlace signal. 
The time margin which may be produced by reducing the 
number of gradation levels or taking no measures against the 
moving picture pseudo contour such as subfield division 
presents no problem. 

[0124] (D) APC Characteristics 

[0125] In this preferred embodiment, the APC (automatic 
power control) characteristics are changed depending on 
whether the input signal is the television signal or the 
graphic signal as shown in FIG. 7. The APC of the plasma 
display is carried out by increasing/decreasing the number of 
sustain pulses per field according to the APL so that a 
constant maximum luminance (peak luminance) is reached 
for a low APL and the luminance decreases as the APL 
increases, as indicated by the APL versus luminance char- 
acteristic of FIG. 7. This suppresses power consumption at 
a fixed level when the APL is high as indicated by the APL 
versus power consumption characteristic of FIG. 7. 

[0126] If the input signal is the graphic signal, the peak 
luminance is set to a low level when the APL is low as 
indicated by the broken line of FIG. 7. For the graphic signal 
often representing an unmoving image, the luminance which 
is set too high might cause sticking at the associated dis- 
charge cell. Thus, the peak luminance for the graphic signal 
may be suppressed to prevent the occurrence of the sticking. 
On the other hand, if the input signal is the television signal, 
a well-contrasted image is achieved by setting the peak 
luminance to a high level when the APL is low. As indicated 
by the APL versus power consumption characteristic of 
FIG. 7, the luminance of the television signal for a high APL 



is set to a level similar to that provided when the input signal 
is the graphic signal. This reduces the maximum power 
consumption of the television signal to a level similar to that 
of the graphic signal. 

[0127] (E) The Number of Times of Priming Discharge 
Per Field 

[0128] In this preferred embodiment, the frequency with 
which the priming pulse P causes the write discharge at all 
cells is chanced in response to the input signal. Referring to 
FIG. 8, if the input signal is the television signal, the 
priming pulses P are not generated in all subfields, but some 
of the priming pulses P are replaced with erase pulses E of 
a narrow width. 

[0129] More specifically, the priming pulse P is generated 
in the first subfield. All discharge cells are discharged at the 
rising edge of the priming pulse, and the wall charge is 
erased in all discharge cells at the falling edge of the priming 
pulse. In the next subfield, the narrow-width erase pulse E is 
inserted in place of the priming pulse P. Such a narrow-width 
erase pulse E allows an erase discharge to be produced only 
at the cells in which a sustain operation has been performed 
in the previous subfield, but does not cause all discharge 
cells to be discharged unlike the priming pulse. 

[0130] The use of the narrow- width erase pulse E in place 
of the priming pulse P may increase an image contrast to aid 
in enhancing the contrast of the television image. 

[0131] The priming pulse is to provide the full write 
discharge at all discharge cells. Thus, the discharge caused 
by the priming pulse P rather than the narrow-width erase 
pulse maintains more positively uniform wall charges at the 
discharge cells to enhance the discharge stability and to 
reduce discharge failures at the discharge cells. For the 
television image which contains a large number of moving 
pictures constantly changing throughout the image, some 
discharge failures often do not constitute a matter of con- 
cern, hut a high contrast is rather preferable. On the other 
hand, for the graphic signal often representing a still picture, 
the image to be displayed has a clear contour and exhibits a 
relatively even luminance change. Thus, in the case of still 
image display which shows conspicuous flicker due to the 
discharge failures, it is preferable to generate priming pulses 
P with increased frequency in each subfield, such as the 
production of the full write discharge by the priming pulses 
P, in order to ensure wall charge erasing. 

[0132] As stated above, the number of priming pulses per 
field is decreased if the input signal is the television signal, 
and is increased if the input signal is the graphic signal. This 
provides a high-contrast television image and a flicker- 
reduced graphic image. 

[0133] (F) Write Time Per Cell 

[0134] In this preferred embodiment, the time required to 
write data is chanced in response to the signal format of the 
input signal as shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B. The set value for 
write time is included in the pieces of control signal infor- 
mation 6(1) to 6(/i), whereby the write time for the graphic 
signal shown in FIG. 9B is made longer than the write time 
for the television signal shown in FIG. 9 A, for example. 
That is, the write time is made longer when the input signal 
is the graphic signal. This ensures the supply of the wall 
charge by writing data at each discharge cell to ameliorate 
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the flicker resulting from the discharge failures on the screen 
of the graphic image. When the input signal is the television 
signal, the write time is shortened to provide a time margin 
which may be used to increase the number of gradation 
levels and to divide the subfield as measures against the 
pseudo contour. For instance, for the television signal, eight 
sub fields constitute one field and the priming pulses P are 
generated in the first and fourth subfields as shown in FIG. 
9A. This achieves multi-level gradation and the prevention 
of the moving picture pseudo contour as well as providing 
a well-contrasted image. For the graphic signal, six subfields 
constitute one field to elongate the data write time as shown 
in FIG. 9B, and the priming pulses P are generated in the 
first, third and fifth subfields. This ensures the write dis- 
charge to suppress the flicker resulting from the discharge 
failures on the screen. 

[0135] (G) The Number of Sustain Pulses Per Field 

[0136] In this preferred embodiment, the number of sus- 
tain pulses per field is changed in response to the input signal 
when a one-field period in driving the PDP is synchronized 
with the vertical synchronization signal in the input signal. 
This change is made to solve such a problem that a screen 
brightness changes depending on the signal format if the 
number of sustain pulses per field is fixed since the number 
of fields per second (vertical synchronization frequency) 
differs depending on the signal format. For example, if 
consideration is given on the basis of the NTSC signal, the 
number of sustain pulses per unit time substantially 
decreases to lower the luminance when the vertical synchro- 
nization frequency of the input signal is lower than that of 
the NTSC signal. 

[0137] To solve the above described problem, the number 
of sustain pulses is increased/decreased or in inverse pro- 
portion to the vertical synchronization frequency. For 
instance, the number of sustain pulses for the PAL signal (50 
Hz) may be made 1.2 times greater than that for the NTSC 
signal (60 Hz) to achieve the same level of luminance for the 
NTSC signal and the PAL signal. 

[0138] More specifically, the driving sequence of the dis- 
play panel 8 is changed in response to the signal format of 
the input signal to drive the display panel 8. The driving 
sequence is previously stored in the pieces of control signal 
information 6(1) to 6(/i) in the mode-by-mode control signal 
generating circuit 5 and is accomplished by performing 
control to select one of the pieces of control signal infor- 
mation 6(1) to 6(n) in response to the signal format of the 
input signal. 

[0139] (H) Color Temperature Conversion 

[0140] In this preferred embodiment, the processing in the 
video signal processing circuit 3 is changed in response to 
the signal format of the input signal. 

[0141] In many cases, colors of high color temperatures 
are generally preferred for the television image. With the 
PDP, the luminance efficiency of blue phosphors is relatively 
lower than that of other colors because of state-of-the-art 
process technology and restrictions on the physical proper- 
ties of the phosphors. To raise the color temperature of blue, 
the luminance of other colors (green and red) among the 
three primary colors of light must be lowered. Accordingly, 
when an image of a high color temperature is displayed on 
the PDP, the luminance of the entire PDP tends to decrease, 



resulting in poor visibility. Thus, some means must be 
devised to display characters and the like. 

[0142] In this preferred embodiment, the characteristics of 
the color temperature conversion in the video signal pro- 
cessing circuit 3 are changed in response to the type of the 
input signal. That is, the color temperature conversion is 
performed based on the input signal format upon image data 
provided by digitizing a net image signal part after the 
separation of a synchronization signal part from the input 
signal. More specifically, a higher color temperature is set 
for the television signal, and a lower color temperature is set 
for the graphic signal. This provides a high luminance to 
enable good visibility of characters and the like when the 
input signal is the graphic signal. Further, when the input 
signal is the television signal, the color temperature is raised 
to display a generally preferred image. 

[0143] Additionally, the color temperature may be con- 
trolled depending on whether the television signal is the 
NTSC signal, the PAL signal, or the SECAM signal. In 
particular, since lower color temperatures are preferred in 
Europe, the color temperatures for the PAL and SECAM 
signals adopted in Europe may be set slightly lower than 
those for the NTSC signal. 

[0144] While the invention has been described in detail, 
the foregoing description is in all aspects illustrative and not 
restrictive. It is understood that numerous other modifica- 
tions and variations can be devised without departing from 
the scope of the invention. 



I claim: 

1. A plasma display device comprising: 

control signal output means for outputting a control signal 
responsive to the signal format of an input video signal; 
and 

driving means for driving a plasma display panel based on 
said control signal outputted from said control signal 
output means. 

2. The plasma display device according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

signal format identifying means for identifying said signal 
format of said input video signal, 

said signal format identifying means applying to said 
control signal output means an identification output 
responsive to said signal format of said input video 
signal. 

3. The plasma display device according to claim 2, 

wherein said control signal output means includes select- 
ing means for selecting one of a plurality of previously 
determined pieces of control information based on said 
identification output, and 

wherein said control signal is provided based on said 
selected piece of control information. 

4. The plasma display device according to claim 3, 

wherein said pieces of control information include the 
number of subfields which is previously determined in 
response to said signal format of said input video 
signal, and 
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wherein one field time period is divided into subfield time 
periods the number of which equals said number of 
subflelds for representation of gradation. 

5. The plasma display device according to claim 3, 

wherein said pieces of control information include fre- 
quency with which a priming pulse is generated per 
field, said frequency being previously determined in 
response to said signal format of said input video 
signal. 

6. The plasma display device according to claim 4, 

wherein whether or not to divide said one field time period 
into said subfield time periods the number of which is 
greater than the minimum number of subflelds required 
to represent said gradation in order to prevent a pseudo 
contour of a moving picture is controlled in response to 
said signal format of said input video signal, 

7. The plasma display device according to claim 3, 

wherein said pieces of control information include a set 
value for write time per cell, said set value for write 
time being previously determined in response to said 
signal format of said input video signal, and 

wherein a write operation of data into said plasma display 
panel is controlled based on said set value for write 
time. 

8. The plasma display device according to claim 3, 

wherein said pieces of control information include the 
number of sustain pulses per field for an APL, said 
number of sustain pulses being previously determined 
in response to said signal format of said input video 
signal, and 

wherein APC characteristics are changed based on said 
number of sustain pulses. 

9. The plasma display device according to claim 3, 

wherein said pieces of control information include the 
number of sustain pulses per field, said number of 
sustain pulses being previously determined in response 
to said signal format of said input video signal 

10. The plasma display device according to claim 3, 

wherein said pieces of control information include color 
temperature conversion characteristics of image data, 
said color temperature conversion characteristics being 
previously determined in response to said signal format 
of said input video signal. 

11. A method of driving a plasma display, comprising the 
steps of: 

outputting a control signal in response to the signal format 
of an input video signal; and 

driving a plasma display panel based on said control 
signal. 

12. The method according to claim 11, 

wherein said control signal is generated based on an 
identification output responsive to said signal format of 
said input video signal. 



13. The method according to claim 12, 

wherein said control signal is provided based on one piece 
of control information selected in response to said 
identification output among a plurality of previously 
prepared pieces of control information. 

14. The method according to claim 13, 

wherein said pieces of control information include the 
number of subflelds which is previously determined in 
response to said signal format of said input video 
signal, and 

wherein one field time period is divided into subfield time 
periods the number of which equals said number of 
subflelds for representation of gradation. 

15. The method according to claim 13, 

wherein said pieces of control information include fre- 
quency with which a priming pulse is generated per 
field, said frequency being previously determined in 
response to said signal format of said input video 
signal. 

16. The method according to claim 14, 

wherein whether or not to divide said one field time period 
into said subfield time periods the number of which is 
greater than the minimum number of subflelds required 
to represent said gradation in order to prevent a pseudo 
contour of a moving picture is controlled in response to 
said signal format of said input video signal. 

17. The method according to claim 13, 

wherein said pieces of control information include a set 
value for write time per cell, said set value for write 
time being previously determined in response to said 
signal format of said input video signal, and 

wherein a write operation of data into said plasma display 
panel is controlled based on said set value for write 
time. 

18. The method according to claim 13, 

wherein said pieces of control information include the 
number of sustain pulses per field for an APL, said 
number of sustain pulses being previously determined 
in response to said signal format of said input video 
signal, and 

wherein APC characteristics are changed based on said 
number of sustain pulses. 

19. The method according to claim 13, 

wherein said pieces of control information include the 
number of sustain pulses per field, said number of 
sustain pulses being previously determined in response 
to said signal format of said input video signal. 

20. The method according to claim 13, 

wherein said pieces of control information include color 
temperature conversion characteristics of image data, 
said color temperature conversion characteristics being 
previously determined in response to said signal format 
of said input video signal. 

***** 
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